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Preventing Cooking Fires This Summer: Safety Starts at Home
As temperatures rise across Canada, so does the risk of residential cooking fires, especially in homes and multi-unit buildings. 
“We see an increase in cooking-related fires every summer, often caused by distractions, overheating oil, or cooking while tired,” says [Name], [Title] at [Organization]. “Our goal is to protect people where they’re most at risk right in their own kitchens by making prevention the priority, not just reaction.”
What Property Managers and Residents Can Do to Prevent Fires This Summer
Preventing kitchen fires takes a shared commitment between housing providers and the people who live in the buildings they manage. Here’s what both sides can do to reduce the risk of fires and keep communities safe during the high-risk summer season: 
For Property Managers & Housing Providers:
· Inspect and maintain all kitchen appliances regularly.
· Install proactive fire prevention technology that prevents burners from reaching ignition temperatures.
· Ensure smoke alarms and fire extinguishers are present and working in all units and common areas; test them and log inspections, especially during summer walkthroughs.
· Conduct annual summer fire safety walkthroughs to check for overloaded outlets, improper appliance use, or blocked exits.
· Educate tenants during move-in and summer lease renewals with cooking safety flyers, checklists, or brief orientations.
For Residents & Tenants:
· Never leave cooking unattended. Set a timer if you step away for even a moment.
· Clean your stovetop before and after cooking to avoid grease buildup.
· Keep flammable items like towels, packaging, or curtains away from burners.
· Report any non-working smoke detectors or unsafe appliances to your property manager immediately.
· Avoid cooking when sleepy or impaired. If you're not alert, order in instead.
Cooking remains the leading cause of home fires in Canada. By taking small steps, residents can protect themselves, their families, and their communities all season long.
For more tips and downloadable safety checklists, visit www.PreventCookingFires.com.

